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advantage which is to be obtained in the study of complicated compounds by the 
power of arranging them in groups or series according to their analogy in nature 
or composition. Carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen being the elements which are 
principally engaged in the phenomena of combustion, the acquaintance with 
their properties and that of the compounds formed by their union renders possi- • 
ble the clear consideration of the effects produced by their union as exhibited in 
the evolution of light and heat. The nature of ignition and flame, lamps, blow¬ 
pipes, &c., the indestructible character of matter and economy of fuel are com¬ 
mented on and explained. 

The metals, although more numerous, do not occupy in their consideration the 
same amount of space. The alkali group, which is made to include thallium 
and silver, introduces spectrum analysis, glass, gunpowder, photography, &c., 
concluding with atomicity or the atom-fixing power of chemical elements, as 
exhibited by the power of holding in chemical combination one, two, three, or 
four atoms of hydrogen. The calcium group follows with remarks on the 
hardness of waters, and their liability to be contaminated by lead, the last metal 
in the group. The magnesium group, under zinc, give rise to remarks on the 
galvanic current and the correlation of forces, and the aluminium group to further 
remarks on nomenclature. 

The remaining metals are associated on the same plan, occupying three 
chapters, a fourth being devoted to the consideration of atomic weights, and 
symbols, classification, atomic heat, &c. The appendix takes up the subject 
of chemical manipulation, weights, and measures, &c. 

Written in a clear and comprehensive style, and accompanied by well chosen 
experiments lucidly described, this work is well calculated for the instruction 
of the beginner, by alluring onward and gradually bringing to his notice the 
intricacies of the science instead of repelling by unaccustomed words and 
ideas which the new student finds hard to seize and appropriate. 

In typography and execution the book is worthy of commendation and the 
size convenient for constant use. R. B. 


Akt. XXVI .—Diseases of the Heart: their Diagnosis and Treatment. By 

David Wooster, M. D. 12mo. pp. 209. San Francisco: H. C. Bancroft 

& Co., 1867. 

The author of this little work tells us in his preface that it is not “ a strictly 
systematic treatise,” and deprecates a too rigid scrutiny by saying that it “ has 
been prepared during the intervals of daily toil.” His object has been to pre¬ 
sent to the profession a book in which the rules for the diagnosis and treatment 
of diseases of the heart and aorta shall be clearly laid dowD. For the most 
part, we think, Dr. Wooster has attained his object; certainly so far as the 
limits of his book will admit of, the seat and character of the different mur¬ 
murs originating in the heart or in the aorta are correctly given. We think, 
however, that the assertion which he makes, that ‘‘there is no known pathog¬ 
nomonic sign or signs of aortic constriction.” is one which few practical auscul- 
tators will be disposed to admit; it is true that aortic, like mitral constriction, 
may exist without a murmur, and that a systolic murmur, heard best at the 
base of the heart, is often independent of organic disease of this orifice ; yet 
we believe that care will generally enable us to recognize an aortic constrictive 
murmur when it does exist, as no other murmur is so well propagated in the 
course of the aorta and large arteries. 

The best authorities on the diseases of the heart have evidently been freely 
consulted by our author, and in his preface he candidly acknowledges his in¬ 
debtedness to them. In one instance, however, he has misquoted Walshe; he 
says: “yet neither Walshe nor Hope ever observed the thrill (purring tremour) 
in any valvular disease.” Walshe states distinctly that this thrill may be due 
either to mitral regurgitant or to aortic constrictive disease (Amer. ed., p. 43, 



1868.] Blakiston, Diseases of the Heart and Thoracic Aorta. hi. 
1862) And in the Appendix he admits having recently observed it accom- 
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